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THE urgent need to increase the protein 
food resources of the world has been pushing 
the frontiers of fishing operations farther and 
farther out. During the last two decades the 
estimated total world fish production has more 
than doubled and according to recent reports 
tho world's catch has gone up by five per cent 
during the last year alone. The tempo continues 
$ unabated and this has created genuine doubts 
3 
about the future because it is now known chat 
the resources of the sea are not inexhaustible as 
it was believed earlier. To meet the increasing 
demand for fish, e~p~oi ta t ion  of the stocks in 
the deep sea and open ocean is imperative. In 
this process the potentialities of the area along 
the 'edges of the sea' are either not fully 
appreciated or are overlooked. This is an area 
of vital importance especially in a country like 
India where the pattern of development is 
village oriented. The area may be called the 
on-shore marineenvironment which will include 
shorelands, the salt marshes, saline water-logged 
lagoons, backwaters and estuaries. Each of 
these has its own peculiar chemical, physical 
and biological characteristics but they all have 
great economic implications for both short and 
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